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Moot My Losd, yoo gretie aeator of music (
m theweorld of Le=pehos i

O MNarok! My Lord, el me: dedicale:
myzelf iz you

kef me gather your music from fhe
sprngs, the mvers, the meuntains, the forests,
the maects and the opimals

ist ma gofher yourmusic from the swest
bresze and offer 1t to you
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Lepcha folk sang

Wi share tils planel with milllons ol otlier
Wving belngs, siarting rom micro-organisms
and bacteria. Hehens to banyvan trees.
clephants and biue whales. This entire
latbitat that we Uve in has immense
btodiversity. We humans along with il
living organisms [rm a comples well o
erological system in whilch we are only a
pirl and very much dependent on Lils
system lor our own extstenee. For example.
the plants; animals and micro-organisms
re-ereate the quality of the atr we hrealle,
the waler wie drink and the soil that
produces our food wilhoul which we
cannot survive. Forests plity a key role n
theeenloglieal svsiem as thesoare also the
primary producers onwhich afl other living
heings depenid.

W
Biodivarsity or Bielegical Diversity is [
immezngsly rich in wildlife and cultivotad )
epntitt  Hearze in form and funchion But
clozely miegraled 10 o sysiem Iprough
mu{hjle: network of inlemdepandancias

x"‘-_-""'lq

Flora aod Fauna in fndia

It yout look around. you will he ahie fo find
that there sre somie angmals and plants which
are unigque i vour area. o Gel, India s
one of the world's richest countries in terms
ol 18 vast armay of bislogical diversity. This
15 possibly twice or thriee the number vel
Lo be discovered. You have already stidied
In detall dbonl the extend and vartely ol
lorest and wildille resotirees in Indb. You
may have realised the mportance of
Lthese resources n our dallv e, These
diverse Hora and RBuna are so well
integrated in our daily iife that we lake

these lor grunled, Bui, Ldely, they are

umtler great stressmalny due lo insensitivily
o ovir environmoenl.

Auctinrity

Find out stories prevaient in your region
whigh ore about the hormomaows refafionship
between humon baings ond nature

Conservailon of Forest and Widlfe 5 Indla

Conservallon n the background ol raptd
decline in wildlite populition smd [irestry has
become essenlial. Bul why do we need Lo
conserve  our lorests and  wildhife?
Coriservation preserves Lhe eeologdical diversity
anud our [le support sysiems — waler, atr and
soll. 1l also prieserves the genelie diversily ol
plants amd animals for bellor growth of species
andd breeding. For example, In agrioaliare.
wi are silll dependont on imaditional crop
vaneties. Fisheries too are heavily dependent
om the maintenance of agquaiic Blodivorsity.
I the 19608 amnd 19708, consenvalionisis
demanded a naltonal wildille protectlon
progrimme. The Indian Wildife [Proteetion)
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Trbal garks wstgl Darndaa sTplingss 1 &
nuorsery Wl sbduelt renr Silent. Valley
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Tritml women selling minor forest producy Leat ier collection by womrn: ik
Fip. 2.¥
- . . .
Arl was tmplemented tn 1972, with virlons Project Tiger

provistens [or prolecting hahitats. An all-
lmtia Ust of proleclted specles was also
publishoed. The thrust of the programmye wis
Lswards protecting e semalnlig populition
ol ceriatl endangired specles by banniig
hunting. giving legal profection to. thelr
habliats. and restriciing trade in wildlife.
subsequendly, central and many state
governmenits estabitshied natfonal parks and
wildlite sumciwires gboul whilch you have
atready studied, The cenirl goverment ilso
announcied severl projects lor proteciing
specilic antmals, which were gravely
thiealened, Including (e tger, the one-
hormed ritnocerss, e Kashmir stag or
fuarigul. thiree types of erocodlles - [resh
wiler crocodlle; ssltwaler croeadile and the
Gharial, the Astatic lon, and others. Most
reeenily, the Indian elephant. biack buck
fchimkara), the greal Indlen bustard
{godauwsan) amd the snow leopard, ele. have
L T been given ull or partial legal protection
agatnst hunting and trade tiroughout Db,

Tiger & one ol the ley wildif= gpecigs in 0
ta faundl web. In 1973, tha autharitiss
tedlit=d 1hat ke liger population had
owindied o 1,827 from on =slimoied
55000 af the turn of e confury. Tha imojos
tnredts to hger populaiion o NUMENLEE,
guch az poaoching fer trode, shrmking
habiiol, depletion of prey bose pecis,
grewing humin populahan, gle. The rode
of tiger skins and the use of ther bones in
traditionol medicines, epeciglly in the
Agian countriez lsf lhis tiges population on
lks verge of axlindion. Sincs India and
epal provide habitol 1o about hwothirds
of the surviving bger populahen in The:
warld, these heo nohons becames pome
torgeis for poeching ond iilegol troding
“Projest Tigar™, one of the wsll-
publicresd wildlfe compaiges n the waorll,
wos lpwnched in 1973, Tiger conservation
hoz hesn viewsd nal only az an Sfon lo
iove on endongered species. bul with

12 Conmswroaaty fraom — |
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Vig 2.0 Fhins and deeris Asrirands National Savk

equol wnportonce as- o means of
presening biotypes ot sizeable magnituds
Corbett MHohonol Porke in Uttaroldond,
Sunderbans Mational Park in Weat Bengol,
Bandhtvgarh Notioms] Park in Madbys
Prodesh, Sarisko Wildlife Sanctuary in
Ra@athan, Manes Tigsr Re=srve in Azzom
and Faryar Tiges Refsbha in Kemlo ars
sHne of the liger res=sives of India

-\"-.-‘_'I. a

The conservation projects are Gow [Gousing

ofi biodiversity rather than on-a few ofits
compocents. There is now & more intessive
search for different conservetion mEasRTES.

Increasingly. even insects are beginning to find
a place in conservation planming In the

mnﬁ:mmm..m.:fisﬁﬁ and

1986, ==versl hundred bustterflies. moths,
bestles, and o= d=gonlly hase beenadded to
rliflistﬂfprﬁtedrﬂﬁpmss In 1991, for the
first time plants were also'added to the st
imrﬁqgmitipatfms

Aty
Caollest mare informaiion on the wildlife:
sanctuarias and notional parks of Indio and
cite their locationz on the mop of India.

Types and Distribotion of Forest and
Wildlife Resources

Evenifwe want to cmnserves ourvast forest and
witdlife msourees. i B rathsr dificult (o
manage, control and reguiate them In India

much of its forest and waldlife resourees are
sither owned or managed by the government
through the Forest Department or-other
government departments. These are classified
under the following categaries.

(5 Reserved Foresis: More than half of the
total forest land hasbeen declarsd
reserved forests. Reserved forests s
regarded as'the mest vahiuable asfaras the
comservation of forest and wildlif rescurces
areconcerried.

) Proteetod Forests: Almost one-thod of the
total forest arsa is protected forsst as
ﬂeﬂarﬁluj'thel:m:]}epm'tmﬁm_ﬁns
Euﬁﬁtlmﬂmymtﬂ:tﬂﬂﬁ'mnan:rfurﬁm-
depletion.

Il Unelassed Foresis: These dre other
forests and wastelands belonging to
Reserved and protected forests are also

r=fzrr=d to as per t for=st estatss

maintained for the purpese of producing
timber and sther forest produce. and for
protective reasans. Madhva Pradesh has the
largesi area under permanent foresis,
constitubing 70 percent of its total forest area.

Jammu and Rashmir. Andhra Pradesh,

Utiarakhand, Kerala Tamil Nadu, West

Bengal, and Maharashtras have large

percentages of reserved forests of ifs total forest

area whereas Bihar, Haryvana, Punjab,

Emwm&mﬁlmmﬂﬂamhaum

a butk of 1t under protecied forests. All North-

o
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Can gow_find our the reasons_for the abore mentioned problems?
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casterm states and parts of Gugarl bave avery
ligh perventage of thetr Jorests as inclassedd
lforeslsmarigtd By local conminlies.

Communlty and Conservation

Conservation strategies are nol new o our
country. We ofien lgnore that in Indta. torests
am also home to some of the (radittonal
communitios, In some arcas-of India. local
commimiites are sintgghing o conserve (hese
labitals along with govermment olllelals,
recogntsing. thal only this will secure their
own long-lerm lvellbood. In Sanska Tiger
Reserve, Rajasthan, villagers have fought
agdatnst minimg by citing the Wilditle Protection
Acl. In many areas, villigers themselves are
profecting labits smd explieily rejecitng
governmend involvernent. The inhabitants of
lve villages in (e Alwsir districl of Rajasthan

;e lmve declnred 1200 heclares of loresi as he

Bhatrodev Dakay 'Sonchiur’, declarng (their

'fﬁ_. Commemrcaady Tama— 1

Pasirt 2

pwn selof Tuies and regulattons which do not
allow lnenting, amd are protecttng (e wildile
agatnst any oulside encroachments.

The [Bmons Chipko movemonl in the
IlNmaksyas has ol only sucoessinlly resis| il
deforestation 111 several ancas bul has alsb
slivwn thal community alloresiailon with
indigenous spercies can be anormounsly
successiul. Attempts (o Tevive the traditional
conservation methods or developing new
maothads ol ecologlcal farming are now
widespread, Farmers and oltizein’s gronps ke
the Bee) Bachao Andolan In Tehr! and
Navdanya have shiown Uil adeqguate levels ol
diversitled crop prodiuetlon without the nse of
synllietiec chemicals are possible and
oeanomically viable.

I Imdke joml toresl mariagement TFEM)
programme furnshes a1 good example lor
invoiving local communities in the
mrmsgement dmd restomion of degrdiil

==
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Sacrad groves - o wealth of diverse and rare

species

Molyre worship i on ags old {ribol bslisf bosed on

Ihe preniide that oll ersafions of nolurs b 1o be
protected. Such baeliels bove preserved severod vingin
for=stys in pristine torm: colled Socred Groves (the
forests of God ond Goddasses), These patches of
fares! ar parts of lorge forests hove been lefi
untnuched by i local paople and any inferfErence
with them is banned

Cerloin socielien revere o porhculor res whikh
they hove pressrved from fime immemonod. The
Mundas ond the Santhol of Chole Megpur region
wormhip mahvsa (Bassia larifelia) and kodombo
{Amthocaphalus cadamba) fress, and the inbals of
Odiha and Bihar worship the tamanind [Tamorindus
indica} and mango (Mangifera indica) tress diring
wasddings To marny of uz peepol ond banyon lresz
are corminered socred,

Indion secialy compnses reveral culturas, eoch
with s own set of troditional methods of conaering
nuture and its creations. Socred quolities are offen
oscribed fo springs, mpunioin psaks, plonts ond
animals which ore dossly profecied You wall find
troops of mocagues and langurs amound many
tempiex Theyore fed doily and Ireafed oz o parf.of
1Emptf'_ davotess, In ond around Bshnoi villoges in
Hajasthan, hesds of blockbuck, {chinkara), milga and
pascocks can be seen oz an infegral part of the
community and nobody harms them.

fores(s: The progrmme has been i lormal
existence since 888 when the state ol
Odisha passed the (irst resolutton for jotnt
lorest management. JFM depenis on the
lormation of local (village) mstitutions that
underiake protection activities mostly on
degraded lorest L managed by the forest
departinent. In reéturn, the members of
these communilies are entitled to
hitermediiry benellts ke nori-Umber
forest produces and share it the Umber
harvested by ‘successiul prolection’.

The clear lesson trom the dynmmies of
hoth emvironmental destruction and
reconstroction o Indi 15 that local
communitles evervwhere have 'lo be
tnvolvid in some kind ol natural vesouree
maragement. But there 15 qiﬂlaluhgw.l;.--
lo gn belore local communlies ate al e
cenlre-stage N decision-makiiy. Accepl
only Lhose economic or developmental

activitles, that are people centric.

envirommeni-friendly and economically
Tewnnding,

hellvily - -

Write. o thosrf smeay on any prochces

winich you moy have observed and

proclized in your everydaoy lives: that

conterva and prolert the environment
~ around you

=
“The tres is o peculiar orgonsm of unlimited kindness ond benevolence and '1-5
s makes no demond for iz susfenbnce, ond oxlends gensrowly the products of i

who destroy "
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life actinty. Il atfords profeciion 1o ol bemgz, offurmg shuda even to fhe axemen

Gautoma Buddhe [487 B.C))
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Evrsosts EXECISEs

1. Multiple shefes guesiinns
il Which of the following conservation sitrategies do not ditectls Involve

commundty pardcipetion?
1=} <Joinr forest management fc) Thipks Movement
(2] Bes) BEachao Andolan =], Damarrarinn ¢f Wildite sancmaries

2. Mach the following:

Re=erved forests Other forests and wastelands belonging to both
government and prvate individusls and
commumbEs

Pootected Ioresis Forests are tegarded =8 mosi vafuable as BBrias the

coriservation of forest ond wildlife resaurres:
Urirfassed frrests Forest lands are protectzd from any further
L et

3. Answer the following questons in about 20 werds,
fil What is hlodiversity? Why is hiodiversity Impartant for harman Hves?
fii) How have Innman activiies affected the dapletion of flord 394 fGuna? Faplatn
{1} Deseribe how cormmumttizs have conserved and protected forests and wildlife
iy Ixctin? '
) Write a note-an goad pracrices towards conasiving forest and wildifs

&) Cowmmrcamr tuma— i
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